
AP United States History
Unit 7: A Colossus Emerges
Topic- The Progressives: Document Analysis Exercise

The Progressives

After reading the selections below, in your teams try to determine the following: Who is the author?
When was the document written (or, created)? Where does this document come to us from? (What type
of document is it?) Once you have answered those questions, then you need to do a HIPP analysis of
both of the documents and answer the discussion question at the bottom of the page.

Document One

There would be meat that had tumbled out on the floor, in the dirt and sawdust, where the workers had tramped
and spit uncounted billions of consumption germs. There would be meat stored in great piles in rooms; and the
water from leaky roofs would drip over it, and thousands of rats would race about on it. It was too dark in these
storage places to see well, but a man could run his hand over these piles of meat and sweep off handfuls of the
dried dung of rats. These rats were nuisances, and the packers would put poisoned bread out for them; they
would die, and then rats, bread, and meat would go into the hoppers together. This is no fairy story and no joke;
the meat would be shoveled into carts, and the man who did the shoveling would not trouble to lift out a rat
even when he saw one – there were things that went into the sausage in comparison with which a poisoned rat
was a tidbit.

Document Two

…Very often people who admit the facts, who are willing to see that Mr. Rockefeller has employed force and
fraud to secure his ends, justify him by declaring, “It's business.” That is, “it's business” has to come to be a
legitimate excuse for hard dealing, sly tricks, and special privileges. It is a common enough thing to hear men
arguing that the ordinary laws of morality do not apply in business. Now, if the Standard Oil Company were the
only concern in the country guilty of the practices which have given it monopolistic power, this story never
would have been written. Were it alone in these methods, public scorn would long ago have made short work of
the Standard Oil Company. But it is simply the most conspicuous type of what can be done by these practices.
The methods it employs with such acumen, persistence, and secrecy are employed by all sorts of business
men, from corner grocers up to bankers.

Document Three

The history of the American Negro is the history of this strife-this longing to attain self-conscious manhood, to
merge his double self into a better and truer self. In this merging he wishes neither of the older selves to be
lost. He would not Africanize America, for America has too much to teach the world and Africa. He would not
bleach his Negro soul in a flood of white Americanism, for he knows that Negro blood has a message for the
world. He simply wishes to make it possible for a man to be both a Negro and an American, without being
cursed and spit upon by his fellows, without having the doors of Opportunity closed roughly in his face.



Document Four

Discussion Question:

* What do these documents tell us about the goals of the Progressive Movement and the effects that it would
have on American life?


