
AP United States History
Unit 7: A Colossus Emerges
Topic- Imperialism: Reading Selections

Document Analysis Exercise: The Imperialists vs. The Anti-Imperialists

Document 1- Albert Beveridge: The March of the Flag, 1900

The opposition tells us that we ought not to govern a people without their consent.[5] I answer, the rule of liberty
that all just governments derive their authority from the consent of the governed, applies only to those who are
capable of self-government. We govern the Indians without their consent,[6] we govern our territories without
their consent, we govern our children without their consent. How do they know what our government would be
without their consent? Would not the people of the Philippines prefer the just, humane, civilizing government of
this Republic to the savage, bloody rule of pillage and extortion from which we have rescued them? Do not the
blazing fires of joy and the ringing bells of gladness in Puerto Rico prove the welcome of our flag? And,
regardless of this formula of words made only for enlightened, self-governing peoples, do we owe no duty to
the world? Shall we turn these peoples back to the reeking hands from which we have taken them? Shall we
abandon them to their fate with the wolves of conquest all about them? Shall we save them from those nations,
to give them a self-rule of tragedy? It would be like giving a razor to a babe and telling it to shave itself. It would
be like giving a typewriter to an Eskimo and telling him to publish one of the great dailies of the world.

Document 2- Josiah Strong: Our Country: Its Possible Future and Its Present, 1885

It seems to me that God, with infinite wisdom and skill, is training the Anglo-Saxon race for an hour, sure to
come in the world's future. Heretofore there has always been in the history of the world a comparatively
unoccupied land westward, into which the crowded countries of the East have poured their surplus populations.
But the widening waves of migration, which millennia ago rolled east and west from the valley of the Euphrates,
meet to-day on our Pacific coast. There are no more new worlds. The unoccupied arable lands of the earth are
limited, and will soon be taken. The time is coming when the pressure of population on the means of
subsistence will be felt here as it is now felt in Europe and Asia. Then will the world enter upon a new stage of
its history-the final competition of races, for which the Anglo-Saxon is being schooled. Long before the
thousand millions are here, the mighty centrifugal tendency, inherent in this stock and strengthened in the
United States, will assert itself. Then this race of unequaled energy, with all the majesty of numbers and the
might of wealth behind it-the representative, let us hope, of the largest liberty, the purest Christianity, the
highest civilization-having developed peculiarly aggressive traits calculated to impress its institutions upon
mankind, will spread itself over the earth. If I read not amiss, this powerful race will move down upon Mexico,
down upon Central and South America, out upon the islands of the sea, over upon Africa and beyond. And can
any one doubt that the result of this competition of races will be the "survival of the fittest?"

Document 3- Andrew Carnegie: Distant Possessions- The Parting of Ways, 1898

To reduce it to the concrete, the question is: Shall we attempt to establish ourselves as a power in the far East
and possess the Philippines for glory? The glory we already have, in Dewey's victory, overcoming the power of
Spain in a manner which adds one more to the many laurels of the American navy, which, from its infancy till
now, has divided the laurels with Britain upon the sea. The Philippines have about seven and a half millions of
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people, composed of races bitterly hostile to one another, alien races, ignorant of our language and institutions.
Americans cannot be grown there. The islands have been exploited for the benefit of Spain, against whom they
have twice rebelled, like the Cubans. But even Spain has received little pecuniary benefit from them. The
estimated revenue of the Philippines in 1894-95 was £2,715,980, the expenditure being £2,656,026, leaving a
net result of about $300,000. The United States could obtain even this trifling sum from the inhabitants only by
oppressing them as Spain has done. But, if we take the Philippines, we shall be forced to govern them as
generously as Britain governs her dependencies, which means that they will yield us nothing, and probably be
a source of annual expense. Certainly they will be a grievous drain upon revenue if we consider the enormous
army and navy which we shall be forced to maintain upon their account.

Document 4- Mark Twain: To The Person Sitting in Darkness, 1901

Everything is prosperous now; everything is just as we should wish it. We have got the Archipelago, and we
shall never give it up. Also, we have every reason to hope that we shall have an opportunity before very long to
slip out of our Congressional contract with Cuba and give her something better in the place of it. It is a rich
country, and many of us are already beginning to see that the contract was a sentimental mistake. But now --
right now -- is the best time to do some profitable rehabilitating work -- work that will set us up and make us
comfortable, and discourage gossip. We cannot conceal from ourselves that, privately, we are a little troubled
about our uniform. It is one of our prides; it is acquainted with honor; it is familiar with great deeds and noble;
we love it, we revere it; and so this errand it is on makes us uneasy. And our flag -- another pride of ours, our
chiefest! We have worshiped it so; and when we have seen it in far lands -- glimpsing it unexpectedly in that
strange sky, waving its welcome and benediction to us -- we have caught our breath, and uncovered our heads,
and couldn't speak, for a moment, for the thought of what it was to us and the great ideals it stood for. Indeed,
we must do something about these things; we must not have the flag out there, and the uniform. They are not
needed there; we can manage in some other way. England manages, as regards the uniform, and so can we.
We have to send soldiers -- we can't get out of that -- but we can disguise them. It is the way England does in
South Africa. Even Mr. Chamberlain himself takes pride in England's honorable uniform, and makes the army
down there wear an ugly and odious and appropriate disguise, of yellow stuff such as quarantine flags are
made of, and which are hoisted to warn the healthy away from unclean disease and repulsive death. This cloth
is called khaki. We could adopt it. It is light, comfortable, grotesque, and deceives the enemy, for he cannot
conceive of a soldier being concealed in it.

And as for a flag for the Philippine Province, it is easily managed. We can have a special one -- our States do it:
we can have just our usual flag, with the white stripes painted black and the stars replaced by the skull and
crossbones.

And we do not need that Civil Commission out there. Having no powers, it has to invent them, and that kind of
work cannot be effectively done by just anybody; an expert is required. Mr. Croker can be spared. We do not
want the United States represented there, but only the Game.

With the help of these suggested amendments, Progress and Civilization in that country can have a boom, and
it will take in the Persons who are Sitting in Darkness, and we can resume Business at the old stand.

Mark Twain.


